
Key findings from the Census report include: 
 
§ The poverty rate rose from 11.7 percent in 2001 to 12.1 percent in 2002 

(Chart 1).  Since 2000, the poverty rate has increased by 0.8 percentage points. 
There were 34.6 million people in poverty in 2002, an increase of about 3 million 
during the Bush Administration.  The Census defines the poverty line for a family 
of four as $18,244.  

 
§ One in 6 American children lives in poverty.  The poverty rate for children 

under 18 years old was 16.7 percent in 2002, up 0.5 percentage points from 2000.  
There were 12.1 million children in poverty in 2002, an increase of about 0.5 
million during the Bush Administration.   

 
§ The typical American family’s real (inflation-adjusted) income fell as median 

household income declined by 1.1 percent in 2002 (Chart 2).  Median 
household income has declined 3.3 percent during the Bush Administration.  

 
§ Income declines were widespread, but huge income disparity remains (Chart 

3). The top one-fifth of households now receives almost half of all income, and 
the top 5 percent alone receives over 20 percent.  In contrast, the bottom 60 
percent receives just 27 percent of total income. 

 
§ The number of children living in poverty has increased by 4.7 percent over 

the last two years , but the number of children receiving Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families (TANF) has declined by 11 percent over the same time 
period, according the Department of Health and Human Services. 

 
§ The poverty rate was 24.1 percent for African Americans in 2002 and 21.8 

percent for Hispanic Americans , very high poverty rates compared with that of 
the population as a whole. 

 
§ The severity of poverty increased as well.  For the average American living in 

poverty, the gap between actual income and the amount needed to escape poverty 
rose 11.9 percent. 

 
 


